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expected much from him. Acting in perfect harmony with Your Excellency,
he would have exorted a "benevolent influence upon the administration, would
have developed the reforms initiated by his illustrious predecessor, and would
have given. Your Excellency ample scope and adequate facilities for that work
of conciliation which Your Excellency has so much at heart. My Lord, with
Lord Crewe as Secretary of State for India and Your Excellency as Viceroy,
we looked forward, with the liveliest feelings of hopefulness and confidence, to
a continuity of that happy combination to which, on a memorable occasion,
Lord Morley attributed all the success of the last five years' administration.
But, alas, our calculations have, for the time being, been upset. Now the
united prayer of the nation goes up to the Almighty Father for Lord Crowe's
early restoration to his former vigour and a successful career in the India
Office,"

The Hon'ble MATING   BAH Too:   " My Lord, since the present Pro-
vincial Settlement came into force in 1907-1908 it has gradually become
evident that the results of it were not those anticipated by the Government of
India at the time the settlement was framed.   Partly owing to over-estimates
of the receipts at that time and partly owing to the growth of the revenue since
proving to be less than was assumed, the Province of Burma has not had at
its disposal the funds which it was expected would be available.   On the
other hand, it   was a Province so ill-equipped    as compared   with   other
Provinces of the Indian Empire that a large amount of expenditure was impera-
tively called for to provide it with the most ordinary communications and
accommodation.   Instead, however, of being in a position to undertake such
works, owing to the miscalculations of the settlement figures, Burma has in fact
been engaged for the last three years in strenuous efforts to meet the most neces-
sary demands by forcibly restricting its expenditure in almost eveiy direction.
It seemed likely that this would continue during the year 1911-1912, for at the
time the Budget was first sent up the allotments had again been unduly reduced,
and even with that the provision for public works was considerably below the
sum taken as the standard figure at the time of settlement.   But fortunately
the Government of India has now admitted the seriousness of the situation and
recognised that the cause of it was not extravagance on the part of the Burma
Government, but simply the miscalculations which had resulted in forcing on
the Province an inequitable settlement which allowed us insufficient funds
for   administration.   Being   also   in  a   position   this    year     to     come
to   the   assistance   of   Provincial   Governments   with   subventions   from
Imperial funds, the Government of India  has been pleased to contribute
forty lakhs to aid the   Provincial balances   of     Burma   and   to   enable
more provision to be made for expenditure on Education and Sanitation.
Eor   this   contribution   I desire   to   express tbe thanks of   the Province.
As a measure of immediate relief it is   most welcome   and has alleviated
for a time a situation that had become impossible.   But I trust that I am
correct in saying that the Government of India do not themselves regard it as
a solution of our difficulties. The Lieutenant-Governor had represented  that an
expenditure of forty lakhs a year for five years in addition to the funds already
at his disposal under the settlement was necessary as the immediate measure of
relief, to be followed or accompanied by a generous revision of the terms
of  the   settlement.      In   so   far as the   grant   of   forty lakhs   may be
taken as the first instalment of such a contribution,   I have nothing to
complain about it, although the Lieutenant-Governor might well have been
left a freer   hand as to the objects  on   which  it  was^ to   be expended.
But no guarantee ^ has   yet   been   given  that  the    contribution  will  be
repeated in the coming years.   I do not expect that such a pledge could be given
without reference to the circumstances of the future, but I think that it is not
upeasonable to ask that, in view of the ample demonstration which has been
given, of the crying needs of Burma, a promise should be made that, if the
Imperial Government finds itself in a favourable financial position in the
coining years, a like contribution will be made annually to Burma until the
sum named by the Lieutenant-Governor   has been granted.   Perhaps the
paperial Govearnmenfe has tefrained fromgiviag 'such an undertaking from a
belief that certain rations in  $ie terms of the   Provincial Settlement